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data the dew point may be calculated by Dr. Apjohn's formula to have 
been 52° 9. 

The report, presented at the last meeting by the Committee 
on the Communications of Mr. Du Ponceau and Mr. Fisher, 
was considered, and the resolution with which it closed was 
adopted. 

The Committee review in their report, the papers which were re- 
ferred to them, and take notice also of some additional facts that bear 
upon the same subject. In conclusion, they congratulate the Society 
on the important accession to the knowledge of our early history, 
which has resulted from the labours of Mr. Du Ponceau and Mr. 
Fisher. Yet it must be admitted, they say, that chasms still remain 
in our early annals which require to be filled up; that doubts exist on 
some points, and discrepancies of opinion on others. The question 
arises : Shall we give publicity to the Society's early history in its 
present imperfect state, or shall we delay in the hope of obtaining 
more facts? The Committee express themselves in favour of the 
latter course, and recommend the adoption by the Society of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the papers of Mr. Du Ponceau and Mr. Fisher, 
which were read on the 26th of June, 1840, together with the sup- 
plementary communications, be deposited in the Archives, as valu- 
able contributions to the early history of the Society. 

Mr. Du Ponceau, by permission of the Society, withdrew 
his communication for the purpose of revising it. 



Stated Meeting, November 19. 
Present, seventeen members. 

Dr. Patterson, Vice President, in the Chair. 

A letter was received and read from Jac. Berzelius, Perpe- 
tual Secretary of the Academy of Sciences of Stockholm, dated 
28th September, 1841, acknowledging the receipt of the Trans- 
actions and Proceedings of the Society. 
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The following donations were announced : — 

FOE THE LIBRARY. 

Proceedings of the Geological Society of London. Vol. III. Part 2. 

No. 77. 1841. 8vo. — From the Society. 
Proceedings of the Botanical Society of London, from July, 1836, to 

Nov. 1838. 1839. 8vo.— From the Society. 
Ad Runographiam Scandinavia? Accessiones Novae. Upsal, 1833. 

4to. — From Mr. Du Ponceau. 
Vocabularium Vserendicum. Upsal, 1839. 8vo. — From the same. 
Kort Beskrifning om Provincien nya Swerige uti America, Com nu 

fortjden af the Engelske kallas Pensylvania, af Thomas Campa- 

nius Holm. Stockholm, 1702. 4to. — From Professor J. H. 

Schroder, of Upsal. 
Maison de Commission pour 1'Etranger, de Hector Bossnnge, &c. 

Paris, 1841. 8vo. — From M. Bossange. 
Notes on the Use of Anthracite in the Manufacture of Iron, &c. By 

Walter R. Johnson, A.M. Civil and Mining Engineer, Professor, 

&c. &c. Boston, 1841. 8vo. — From the Author. 

FOR THE CABINET. 

An Engraved Portrait of Alexander Von Humboldt. — From Mr. 
John Penington. 

Messrs. Saxton and Gobrecht of the U. S. Mint, presented an en- 
graved Seal for the use of the Secretaries. 

The Committee, consisting of Professor Bache, Dr. Patterson 
and Professor Henry, to whom Mr. Nagy's letter was referred 
at the last meeting, presented a report; and in pursuance of 
their recommendation, it was resolved by the Society, that 
Mr. Nagy of Vienna be informed that the Society will be 
pleased to receive an account of his pendulum researches, and 
also the invariable pendulum with which they were made; and 
that they will defray the expenses of receiving and returning 
the instrument, and will cause a corresponding series of obser- 
vations to be made at Philadelphia. 

Dr. Bache announced the decease of Gen. Thomas Cadwala- 
der, a member of the Society, on the 25th ult. in the 61st year 
of his age. 

Dr. Bache reported, that by an arrangement among theSe- 
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cretaries, not heretofore communicated, Dr. Dunglison had been 
charged with the correspondence of the Society for the pre- 
sent year. 



Stated Meeting, Dec. 3. 
Present, twenty-five members. 

Dr. Patterson, Vice President, in the Chair. 

Letters were received and read — 

From the Massachusetts Historical Society, dated Boston, 
18th Nov. 1841; the National Institution, dated Washington, 
26th Nov. 1841; H. J. Bowditch, Esq. of Boston, dated 13th 
Nov. 1841, and the Rev. David Thorn, of Liverpool, dated 
13th Oct. 1841 ; transmitting donations to the Society, and ac- 
knowledging the receipt of its Transactions and Proceedings. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOE THE LIBRARY. 

Account of the Anniversary Meeting of the Numismatic Society of 
London, June, 1841, — and Mr. A. J. Stothard's List of British 
Medals. — From the Numismatic Society. 

Esop's Fables in Chinese. By Sloth. (Robert Thorn, Esq, British 
Interpreter, at Canton.) 1840. Fol. — From the Rev. David 
Thorn. 

The Chemical Catechism, by the late Samuel Parkes, &c. &c. 13th 
Edition, by E. W. Brayley, Esq. of the London Institution, &c. 
&c. London, 1834. 8vo. — From the Editor. 

Address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Bowdoin College, 2d 
Sept. 1841. By Alden Bradford, Esq. &c. &c. — From the Au- 
thor. 

Introductory Lecture to a Course on the Principles and Practice of 
Surgery, in the University of Pennsylvania, Nov. 1841. By 
William Gibson, M.D. &c. — From the Author. 

Introductory Lecture to a Course on the Institutes of Medicine, in 
the University of Pennsylvania, Nov. 1841. By Samuel Jack- 
son, M.D. &c. — From the Author. 

Mr. Nuttall presented a communication, entitled " Descrip- 
tion and Notices of New or Rare Plants, collected in a Jour- 
ney over the Continent of North America, and during a Visit 



